




i 









TOPICS IN ESCHATOLOGY 

By 

Fred E. Mayer 

CONCORDIA THEQLOGICAL SEMINAR^ 
LIBRARY 

SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS 

Concordia Seminary Mimeo Co. 
801 DeMun Ave. 

St. Louis 5, Mo. 

löse« * i. 
* > c 





I. 
II. 

III. 

1 0 Z I £ IN ESGK^TOLOGY 

THE CONDITION OF TUE SOUL IN THE INTERMEDIATE ST..TE 
THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST m.i* 
ETERNITY 

Method of Study: 
1. Exegetical study of pertinent Scripture passages. 
2. Organization of notes. Note-toooks to "be submitted. 
3. nssigned and recommended collateral reading. 
4. One term-paper of approximately 5 '000 words. List complete 

bibliography, tise primary and secondary sources, and follow 
the Standard rules for term-papers, e.g., margin, foot-notes, 
etc. Consultation periods and bibliography available. 

Topics for term-papers. 

1. The hope of the church concsrning the blessed. condition of the 
departed believers as expressed in the Lutheran Hymnal (and 
Agenda3. 

2. Christ’s descent into hell with special reference to the pur- 
pose of the descent. 

3. The Immortality of the soul. 
4. No salvation after death. 
5. The cause and nature of temporal death. 
6. Chiliasm is a this-v/orldly doctrino. 
7. Exegetical treatiso of Revelation 20. 
8. Dispensationalisrn is based on a literalistic Interpretation 

of Scripture. 
9. The imminence of the Lord’s second coming. 

10. There is onl?/ one resurrection of the body. 
11. There is no contradiction between Romans 14, 10 and John 3, 18. 
12. I believe in the resurrection of the body. 
13. The revelation of the Antichrist. 

(With consent of the instructor additional topics may be selected.) 

x.pproach tc- Eschatclogy♦ 

1. Conversion, justification, adoption, etc 
in this lxfe. -icts. 26, 18; 1 Peter 2 
Rcqu. 4, ßö - 5, la; 1 John 3, 1.2a. 

, are complato 
9.10; Luke 13, 14; 

2. Our salvation is not fully ^ccomplished in this life. 

a. Sanctification, theological knowledge, 
Rom. 7, 18-23; Gal. 5, 13.16.17; Phil 
1 Cor. 13, 9-12; 1 Peter 1, 10-12. 

far from nerfect. 
3, 12-14; - - 
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b. Tribulations; infirmity of our bodies. 2 Cor* 5,' 2,-4; 
Rom. 8, 19-23; Acts 14, 22; 1 John 3, 2b. 

c. Danger of falling from faith. Matth. 24, 11-13; 
Romans 11, 20; 1 Cor. 10, 12. 

3. All Christians experience an earnest longing for heaven. 

a. This is the natural fruit of faith. Christians realize 
the difference between themselves and the world. John 17, 
11. 14. 16. 18. 1 Peter 2, 11 (pilgtoims); Kebrews 13, 14. 
Christians long to be with Christ. Phil. 1, 20-23; 3, 20; 
Titus 2, 13. Col. 3, 4. 

b. The heavenly longing must be nourished. 1 Thess. 4, 18. 

(Study texts exegetically. Adduoe»additional passages!) 

4. We experience great difficulty when defining and describing 
the future life. 

a. Our finite minds cannot grasp the infinite joys of the 
blessed. Luke 9, 33. 2 Cor. 12, 1-4; 1 Cor. 15, 42ff. 
1 Peter 1, 8. 

b. Christians must guard against going beyond Ocripture in 
describing the future state. 

5. Eschatology of great practical value. 

a. It is an invitation to great zeal in sanctification. 
Col. 3, 3-5; 1 Peter 1, 13; Titus 2, 12-14. (Find 
more passages!) - Greater mission zeal. Matthew 24, 
14. 45-51; Acts 1, 7.8.11. Rev. o, 11. 

to. Comfort and patience in tribulation. Matthew 24, 22; 
Luke 21, 19 and context; Rom. 8, 18. 23; 2 Cor. 4, 
17; 1 Thess. 4, 13. 18. 
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THE CONDITION OF THE SOUL IN THE INTERMEDIATE STATE 

Selected bibliography: 
Lehre und Wehre, XVII, 289ff; 321ff; 353ff. 
Theological Quarterly, X, 22ff. 
Synodal Bericht, Illinois, 1886, 59-65. 
Eckhard,, Real Lexicon, S.V. Hades 
Ebeling, Der Menschheit Zukunft, 1-51 
The Rediscovery of Eschatology, Bibi. Sacra. 89,218-230. 
Heaven, Geo. Beiderwieden 
Where and What is Heaven, Concordia Theo. Monthly, IV,195-197 
The Intermediate State, Luth. Quarterly, Vol. I. 268ff. 
Sheol and Hades in 0, and N. Test., Review and Expositor, 

35, 304. 
The history of aoctrine of Intermediate State, Princeton 

Review, VIII, 509. 519. 
Bibi, doctrine of Intermediate State, Princeton Review, 

VIII, 325-333. 
Werner, Blicke ins Jenseits, pp. 70-116. 
Brauer, Das ewige Leben. 
Was Kommt nach dem Tode? Neue Kirchl. Zeitschrift, .1918, 87. 
Th. Traub, Von den letzten Dingen (1928) 
C. Stange, Das Ende Aller Dinge (1930) 
P. Althaus, Die Letzten Dinge (1933) 

Introdu, t ion: Difficulty of solvlng problem 

1. Scripture directs our thoughts primarily to Judgment Day and 
Eternity. Phil. 3,20.21; 1 Cor. 1,7; Col. 3,4; 1 Thess. 4, 
13ff. etc. Relatively few passages dealing with the Inter¬ 
mediate state. 

2, Man consists of body and soul, and in this life they are de- 
pendent upon each other. In death body and soul are separat' 
ed. Being bound by space, time, causality, we hava no means 
of forming adequate concepts concerning 
existence in the Intermediate state. 

the soul1s mode of 

Examination of Scripture passages dealing 

(All passages are to be studied exeg 
with Intermediate 
e t i c a 1 ly. 0 j s ö r v o 

state. 

context.) 

1. Sheol 

(Etymology is uncertain. Gesenius: The term is p-culiar to 
tho Jews; is not Assyrian, i.e,, to settle, sadimont. -- --- 
Hupfeid: Prom stems denoting lacking erectness, hence, dec- 
livity, chasm. - Luther: From shalach, to demand, hence a 
nlace wüich is never satisfied. Prov. 27,20; 30,15.16; Is. 
5,14.) 
a. Designation of a specific locality: Job 11,7.8; Ps. 139, 8; 

Arno s 9,2. ( Prov. 15,24). 

b. Realm of the Dead (both believers and unbelievers.) 
Gen. 3T735; 42,38; 44,29.31; Job 7,9; 14,13; 17,13. 16. 
(Cf. 3,17-19; 10,20-22; Ps. 88,10-12;) 89, 48; (115,17;) 
116,3. Eccl. 9,10;. Song of Sol. 8,6; 1 Kings 2, 6.9. 
(Cf. also Ps. 49,14.15.16; 141,7.) 
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c# tlell as realm of the damned. The following passages re- 
quire careful st udy. The context does not always deter- 
mine the exact meaning. 

Num> 16,30-31. Cp. Ps. 55,16. (Refute the Interpreta¬ 
tion : "Korah rnet a horrible death being crushed by the 
chasrn.") Deut. 32,22 - - Job 21,13. Read the context. 
In his answer to Zophar Jcb~clefends himself against the 
Charge of hypocrisy. He wants to bo separate from the 
godless in this lifo. Therefore sheol is the place for 
the godless, whereas Job’s futuro abiding place is des- 
cribed in 19,25. See also 24,19; 26,6 where sheol and 
abaddon are parallel. In Job sheol signifies bcth, the 
grave and hell. - - Psalm 9,17 contrast between believers 
and godless. Ps. 16,IÖ is controversial. Cf. Luther, 
St. L. iv, 989ff. But see also Stoeckhardt, Ausgewaehlte 
Psalmen, 78ff. Uncertain Ps. 6,5; 31,17; 139,8; 49, 
14.15. - - Classify the passages from Proverbs, 1,12; 
5,5; 7,27; 9,18; 15,24; 23,14; 27,20. --- Is. 5,11-14. 
TJnusually large number of deaths. But since Isaiah uses 
sheol also as hell, 14, 9-14 and since he descrioes hell in 
55,24; therefore the context shows that Israel's de- 
fection results not only in temporal death. Study also: 
Is. 14, 9-15; 28, 14-18; cp. Ps. 115,17 and Is. 38, 10- 
18. - - Ezekiel 51,15-18; 32, 15-27; (More than realm 
of the deacL, Tor note the uncircumcized I Hab. 2,5 
Hos. 13,14 and cf. 1 Cor. 15,55. -- ^Sorrows of sheol,’' 
1 
115,17; 116,3; Jonah 2 5> 

Sam. 2,6; 2 Sam. 22,6; Ps. 18,5 
o 

>Ä • 

30,3; 86,13; 88,3; 

2. Maveth. Ps. 116,3; 18,4.5. Also pit, destruction, grave, 
darlmess. Job 26,6; 28,22; 31,12; ps. 88, 3-7. 10-12; etc. 

Note: The mctaphor "Sleep with thy fathers" does not describe the 
intermediate state. (1 Kings 22,401) - 1 Sam. 28, 11-20 
cannot be adduced for our problem. 

Conclusion cn basls of 0. T, texts 

1. Sheol as realm of the doad (Totenreich) is evident in a number 
of passages, These passages do not describe the intermediate 
state• 

2. 1 2 The intermediate state according to O.T. 

a. Sheol denotes the place of the cond -.mned Souls. Sheol and 
death go hand in hand. Because of sin death is the beginning 
of oternal punishment, and thus sheol denotes eternal damnatbn. 
-- The souls of unbelievers enter hell Immediately and in a 
stete of consciousness. Ps. 49,14-19; Ps. 28,1-3; Is. 66,24; 
Cf.Mark 9,48; Deut. 32,22; Num. 16,31-33. 

b. The condition of the blessed in the intermediate state is - 
not described in detail in O.T. Passages describing the 
bliss: Ps. 16,11; 17,15; 27,13; 116,9; 36,9; 73,24; 
Is. 25,8; 35,10; 60,20; 66,22. 
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b. That this condition of the blessed begins immediately after 
death is evident (1) from New Testament psssages, especiallv/ 
John 8, 56. (eiden, tc- witness the events, cf. Luke 17, 22 
i.e., a perception with the senses.) and (2) from the infer- 
ence, that if the condemned souls enter upon thelr condemna“ 
tion immediately after death, tlien the blessed souls enter 
upon bliss and are in a blessed state between death and 
resurrection. (5) cf. also 2 Kings 2, 11. 

Exarnination of N«T. texts . 

1. Hades (Aidees and Haides) 

In classical Greek - Etymology from idein and privativum a, 
the unseen, the one who makes unseen, the unseen land. (Cf. 
Anglo-Saxon "helam," to hide.) In ancient Greek mythology the 
concept is vague, in later Greek the term is used primarily to 
denote the place of the wicked. 

In the Septuagint (3CO-150 
Hades in 61 oüt of 65 time 
LXX thus denotes both, the 
the place of the damned. 

B.C.) Sheol is translated with 
s, e.g. 2 Sam. 22, 6. Hades in 
abode of disembodied spirits and 

In the Rabbinic-al Kritings - A distinction is sometimes made 
the latter always referring to a between Hades and~Gehenna 

place of torment. (Cf. B 
opinions arnong Jewish wri 
classes, the wholly pious 
of purification, and henc 
mediate state comprising 
of Diaspora-Jews is notic 
and the wicked Hades as a 
death. (Cf. Josephus, An 
lopedia, s.v. Gehenna.) 

ibliotheca Sacra, Oct. 1887) Various 
ters, e.g., Men divided into three 
, the arch-wicked, and those in need 
e three places. - Hades Is an inter- 
both, hell and paradüse. - Influence 
eable, viz., the "goodn enter bliss 
place of torment immediately upon 

tiquities, XVIII, 1, 3. Jewish Eacyc- 

The A XT translates hadees in 10 instances with hell. 1 Cor. 
transliterates Hades. 15, ob is a variant reading TU ie p v 

Matt. 11, 23 and Luke 10, 15. Context is significant. ( ff o 
V J. - 2 e s 

cannot denote the realm of the dead, annihilation, or a state 
of probation.) - - Matt. 16, 18. The contrast Is between the 
city of God and of Satan. The expression pulai hadou (cf. Is. 
38, 10) is. figurative of the strength of the onemy. Hades as 
the abode of all disembodied spirits is contrary to the context, 
for the believers in the realm of the dead do not war against 
the Church. 

6 

ficul 

8 - 20, 13.14 
Rev. 20, 

'y becaus 

The first passage must be read 
i -3 The 

Rev. 1, 18 
in the light of 
siderable dif: 
The two chief views concerning Hades: (1) Hades is 
realm of the dead, and thus death and hell are used synonymously 
(2) Death and hell in 6, 8 are related in such a manner' that 
when a terrible plague visits mankind, large numbers will go to 

second and third offer con- 
tho highly allegorical language 

höre the 

108GG 
i 

i 
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hell. In 20, 13.14 the sea, death, and hell'must deliver 
their dead to he placed befere the judgment-seat of Christ. 
After the judgment the unbelievers together with Hades will 
be east into the lake fire, v.15. - Our Interest in these 
passages is only this, that they cannot be quoted in the in- 
terest of the modern view concerning Hades. 

ucts 2, 27 and 31. Cp. note on Ps. 16, 10. fwo views as a 
result of two translations of egkataleipoo: (1) to forsake, 
(as in 2 Tim. 4,10.16),i.e., ; Ood will not so far forsake 
me that I become a prey of hell. (2) To leave in a hopeless 
condition, (as in Rom. 9, 2S)i.e.,; God will not let my soul 
remain in the realm of death. - The second view does justice 
to the parallelism with "corruption of the flesh." 

There are no cogent reasons why Luke 16, 23 does not refer 
to hades as a place of torment. (Refute: a. Hades denotes 
the abode of both, believers and unbelievers, in distinction 
from "being in tormentsn and "Abraham1 s bosom," b. Jesus 
accommodated himself to populär opinion concerning "hades.1' 
Edersheim, Life and Times of Jesus the Mess iah, II, 280f, 
describes Jewish notiens; c. Story is a parable and does 
not teach anything concerning the condition of the soul in 
the Intermediate state; d. The story does not happen until 
judgment dav.) 

Gehenna always denotes the place cf eternal torment. (Cf. Bible 
Dictionary on Valley of Hinnom.) Mt. 16, 9 and Mark 9, 43-48 

~~ 23,15. 33. Luke 12, 5 and ~~ 
6. 

Mt 5 , 22.29.30 
James 5 

it. 10, 28. 

tbussos (Luke 8, 31 Re- 1 i1 • •-L > 
n 

t iv, 
aenotes the horrible abode of the devils before 
Likewise ''hell" in 2 Pet. 2 

3; 20, 1.3) 
judgment. 

(Mt (Rev. 20, 14.15.) everlastIng fire, 
darkness, etc., are descriptions of hei 

, 4 (tartarooo) - Lake of rire 
25 , 41. }’ outer 

Conclusions conce: *nmg the state of the wicked after death: 

a. Definition of terms 

(1) Hade s, like ^j., 3he o 1 
embracing both Gehen 

rnay d e s i gn a t e of the 
and PO vio a •? q 

where the 
rection. 

soul 

the realm 
It is so used al 

Tertullian. (2 
byss are used 

condemned souls. ( 
19 is the abode of the wicked, and not 
of the blessed are detained until thei 

dar1^ 
the church fathers, Ignatius, 
erally Hades, Gehenna, outer 
ymously and designate the abode of 
kee, 1 Pet. 3 

Irenaeus, 
ie s s, 

dead, 
so by 
) Gen- 
synon- 
3) phula- 
a prison 
r resur- 
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b. The unbelievers enter upon the state of condemnation immecLiately 
upon death. 

(1) The souls of the unbelieving Noachites are in hell at the 
time of Christ’s descent, 1 Pet. 3, 19. (Cf. Stoeckhardt, 
Kommentar, ad locum.) The eitles of Sodom, etc. Jude v.7, 
are described as puros aioonlou dikeen upechousai (Present 
participle) (2) This is fully in accord with Luke 16, 23. 
(5 ) This is according to the analogy of faith, i.e., the 
unbelievers are .judged already (eedee kekrital, "even now 
and the Perfect, John 3, 18b.) 

„n 

2. Paradise and related terms describing the state of the blessed 
between death and resurrection. 

Ab raharn' s b os om, Luke 1 { O O 
t'sO is the place of those who 

died believing the promises given to Abraham. Abraham's 
bosom has been "dissolved1' with the coming of Christ, because 
the promises are fulfilled (and not, because Christ liberated 
the ö.T. believers from the limbus patrurn. ) Cf. Luther, St. L. 
XI, 1203, I, 1757. - Note the use of singulär and plural, the 
latter denoting undoubtedly the sum tot 1 of O.T. believeru. 

Paradise, Luke 23, 43. The malefactor entered neaven. 
ob 

no foundation for the Claim that Luke 23, 43 rerera 
inferior Paradise, the abode of the O.T. believers 
prison into which Christ also went and remained 

(There is 
to an 
or the 

(("Hades")), 
whereas 2 Cor. 12, 4 and Rev. 2, 7 refer to the 
Paradise.) 

celestial 

Jerusalem and its irihabitant! Heb. 12, 22.23 (epouranlous), 
Rev. 3, 12; 21, 2. 9ff, describe the conscious 
bable icy of the perfected saints before the judgment 

uut indescri- 
(Cal. 

4, 26 refers to the t m 

i\. T. church ) 

Sleep, iO; 1 Thess. 4, 13-15. (Cp. also Mt. 9, 24; 1 Cor. 15, 
Mark 5, 39; Luke 8, 52; John 11, 11-14) The metaphor must 
not be pressed beyond the tertium comparationis. It is used 
to denote the saintsf rest from earthly toil, Rev. 14, 13. and 
the Christian1s peaceful departure from the terrestial to the 
heavenlv life. tCf. Luther, Si T 

-Lj * * I, 1756 - 1760.) 

Conclusions concerning the condition of the believers in the Inter- 

l / mediate State: 

0T 

a. The departed believers are in a conscious and active state, Mt. 
* 8, 11 (Sit down); 17, 3 (Loses and Elijah converse with Christ 

concerning the Lord s impending passion); Luke 20, 38 (Observe 
the context: The resurrection of the body is proved fron: Cod’s 
name, the Cod of Abraham, and the argurnent concludes: 
gar . '.autou zoosin.) John 8, 51. 56. Rev. 6, 9.10; 7 

pantes 
9 - 14. 
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7-Tie bliss begins immediately upon the believer’s death. 
Matt. 22, 32 (God of the living); 2 Cor. 4, 17 - 5, 2.8. 
(7Jhen the earthly tabernacle is dissolved, then oikodomeen 
ek theou echornen); Phil. 1, 23 (Paul cannot be speaking 
of his being with Christ in his resurrected body, becau.se 
of to analusai kai sun Chrlstoo 'einai.);Heb. 12, 23 
(pneujnasl dikaioon teteleicornenoon); Acts 7, 56.59. 

c. This is according to the analogy of faith. (Justification is 
complete. - Christ is the head of the church, the members 
of the body are living saints on earth and. in heaven. John 
12, 26; 14, 3.) 

fact, that 
s not argue 

The 
do 
enjoy perfect 

we cannot 
against 

bliss in 

understand the mode of existence, 
the fact that the disembodied spirits 
the Intermediate state. 

■ e-MTI THESE S 

Jg, The- rIn?tQ 1 -■ ty of the Soul (Annihilatlonlsm) 

II. "Hades*' a Place of Development for Believers (Purgatory, 
Catholic as well as Protestant.) 

III. "Hades” a Place of Second Chance for Unheilevers (Universalism, 
Restorationisrn, Gospel-preaching.) 

IV. Soul-sleep (Psyohopannychlsm, "Hades” a provislonal condition.) 

V. Transmigration and Reincarnation of the Soul (Karma, Uirvana.) 

VI. Spiritism. 

l. The Eortallty of the Soul 

Man’s soul is inlierently mortal. Immortality is only 
conditional, being contingent on "faith in Christ” 
(the good life), or on obeying certain cerernonial 

.laws of the Old Testament, or on making :gcod use 
of the second opportun!ty during the millenium 
(Christadelphians, Seventh-day Adventists, Russellit.es, 
or Jehovah!s Witnes ses.) 

The sculs of the wicked shall 
(Annihilationism), either at 
at the end of the millenium. 

be compl 
Chris tT s 

etely destro7/ed 
second coming or 





2. Accordi/ig to tne evoiution theory death was a bio- 
logical factor in the before man developed 
as a rational being. Therefore man is inherently 
mortal. There is no difference between the dying 
of men and other anirnate beings. -- Sorrie evoluticxi ists 

admit -a conditloned immortality, which may be reached 
through a process of gradual development by meeting 
the various moral and spiritual conditions of a natural 
development. 

3. The materialists deny the reality of psychic or spiri¬ 
tual forces and entities. There is no soul. Epicur- 
eanism is the classic example of materialism, which 
sought the highest good in man's release from the fears 
inspired by religion. Must lead to hedonism, cf. 1 Cor. 
15, 32; Is. 22, 13. -- Sadducees were materialists. 
Matt. 22, 23ff; Acts 23, 8. (Cf. Encl. on Sadducees.) 
Materialism prevalent today. "The individual disin- 
tegrates and disappears as wood in fire." 

4. Fantheism teaches that God is the soul of the world. 
Denies the existence of personal souls, and therefore 
of personal immortality. 

5. Unitarianism (Modernism) being a this-worldly religion 
denies personal immortality. Admits only "immortality 
of Influence", i.e., the individual "continues" after 
death through the influence v/hich his good (or wicked) 
life exerts on the succeeding generations. (Immortality 
of the race, i.e., what is true of the individual is 
true also of a racial group. "Kultur.") 

II.. Hades as a place of development for the believers 

A. Roman Catholic doctrine concerning Purgatory. 

1. Nature and Purpose of Purgatory (cf. Populär Sym- 
bolics, Catholic Encyclopedia) 

2. Origin 
From ancient pagan religions, particularly Zoro- 
astrianism, Neo-Platonism. Also the ancient 
Egyptian transmigration of the soul until it 
found rest in perfection, or met annihilation 
if no progress was noted. (Consult Encyclopedia) 

Clement Alexandrinus Origen 
Especially Gregory the Great Augustine (?) 

3. Rome's argument for Purgatory: 

Scripture: 2 Macc. 12, 46; Matt. 12, 32; 5, 25-26; 
1 Cor. 3, 11-15; 15, 29. (Cf. Pop. Symb. and refute!) 

Traditions of the Fathers (cf. Gibbons, The Faith 
of our Fathers; Wilmers, Handbuch der Kath. Religion) 

Reason: That this doctrine is part of natural revel- 
ation is evident from the elements of purgatory in 
pagan religions. 
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4. Refutation? 

Scripture (Doctrine of Justification). 

p, 

Contradic tory with Rome’s doctrine of sin. (Flesh is 
the seat cf sin, therefore the body and not the soul 
should be in purgatory.) 

Purgatory of Grace. Progress in sanctification after death. 
1. Only such as have courageously and successfully fought 

against evil in this life can say 2 Tim.4,7f.' For all 
other Christians there must be an apportunity to be 
cleansed of impurity before they can enter heaven. 

2. Arguments for this theory: 
a 

o 

Heb. 12, 14 (agiasmon, hou chooris) 
Matt. 

. , _ 1 Cor. 3, 15; 
12, 52 (arbitrary Interpretation: All sins 

except the Sin against the Holy Ghost shall be 
forgiven in heaven.) 

The Augsb. Conf. Art. XVII.(in consuraatione etc.) 
'The Final Judgment loses all meaning, if death 
and judgment are simultaneous. 

Death cannot work a miracle, a magic change upon 
the believers who enter eternity with sins for¬ 
given, but not eradicated. Death cannot instan- 
taneously remove evil lust, for sin is not only 
in the flesh, but also in the soul (heart). 

3. Repräsentatives of this theory 
^Swedenborg (The material world with its exneriences 
continues after death in a spiritual way. There is 
eternal progress.)-- ITniversalism (All pimishment is 
corrective. Cf. next chapter) -- J.B.Lightfoot; 
Bishop Martensen (who was opposed by Kierkegaard, the 

if theology of cnsis dialectic theologtan.. Cf. BarthTs 
Kahnis (Since we must assume a second chance for those 
who were unable to accept Christ In this world, because 
they had not heard the Gospel, therefore we must also 
accept the icea of a purgatorial opportunity for those 
who are not fully prepared for heaven. Luth. -Dogm. 

). H. Pütt, s.v. Hades: Domer; Klie- 

4. 

1—i—r fr JT ff 

X J. 1 ^ O O 

fcth (Syrid. Bericht, Illinois, 1886, 5Sf.)j Hengsten- 
berg (quoted l.c.) Cf. Stier in Neue Kirchl. Zelts., 
1S07, 230 ff. Ebeling, Der Menschheit Zukunft, p.26ff. 

Refutation 
a. Scripture knows nothing of such a theory. 
b. In contradiction to Scripture doctrines: Justifica¬ 
tion (There there is forgiveness of sin, there IS 
vation.)-- Monergism (God declares the 
eous. Since we cannot do anything toward our salvation 
in this world, therefore also nothing in the world to 
corne. Autosoterism is mingling of Law and Gospel) -- 
Sanctification only through the means of grace. (This 

ü io aal- 

sinner right- 

the ory ascr ibes t o puni sh] 
to the Word .) 
c. The t ime of ■ace and 
to the pre s ent li a. s-- # J ohn 
Gal r* 

.. o , 10; Mat ö • 25, 35f 
d. Wo d .are not un idere Stirn 
2. Cor. n; 

> 10. 
e. This the ory le ads to c 
to the old ad am who ins t 
"be ̂ setting sm h .opes for 

q 4 • 
° > - 9 Eph.5,16; 2 Cor. 6, 2; 

.mal securi' 1t appeal 

eternity. 



* 
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III. Hades offers a second Chance for uhbelievers. 
^ » ' 

A. Universclism, Apocatastasis, Restitution of All Thinrcs. * 

1. Definition of the theory: 
The destiny of mankind cannot end in dualism. 
XJltimately all men must be saved, dther by an 
evolutionärer process of corrective punishments or by 
a second opportun!ty to hear and accept the de spei. 
Opportun? ty for education and progress must be as 
last ins ö-s '-an hiir.se lf. Both the geodness of God 
and the moral worth cf man make 
s * ul t c God DO s s ib 1 e . 

return of every 

2. Chief representatives of this theor 

a eo-Platonic philosophy assumes a gradual return of 
the estrangöd soul to God. Clement of Alexandria 
taught that the Gospel was preached in hades • 
\ -Xi- ;e-i 

ri 
. -S X.. r Äi T- .161‘ S x A Q O O p/ <* ^7 r \ 

two Gregorys. Especially Origen, the chief 
The 

.ef rep- 
resentative of the Alexandrian School which was 
definitely Reo-Platonic in its view concerning 
the origin and final destiny of the soul 
sear.s to have beliaved the final conversion of 
Satan. (Ante-Hieene Pathers, IV, 327; 345) 

urigen 

nru - 
>% 

he mystics assumed the nossibility of every soul’s 
union with God. The Anabaptist3 Denk and Hetzer 
(plitt, Einleitung zur mugfLs^tana, II,*418). Jacob 
Boehme taught a modified universal!sm.®Theosophy 
teaches the inexorlb vle law of Karma. 

c. Rational!stic Protestants, Bishop Hartensen, etc., 
(Concordia '-“-neol. .Mag. , VIII, 214.) 

In e Uni versal i s t s. The end c.1 c r e a t i o n mi 131 De 
solid- 

•9. 

• ,o redeemed human race. Sociology teaches the 
arity of the human race and repudiates the dual- 
istic end of inankind. The goodr.ess cf God forbids 
the belief in the eternity of hell. (Cf. Pop. 
Syrnb., 405, ff.) — On the.entIre section*read: 
Eddy, American Qhurch Hi*story Serie«, X, 255 ff.) 

e. Arguments for tnis 
a. "Soriptural’’ - 

. X to the 
ana Cd *1 

t 

mus t be di; 
20 
;i' 

theory: 
(but "restitutipn” 
d1 s kingdom)<i Rom.5, ro 

(tut the objective justific&tion 
•3 v XV> •n n. r* +-*? trm i 

e sp ab1ishment 

oi 
' ! 

Of n ,, . -O i. 
■ef err 

Tc 

1-b \j l v 

b. 

11, 52; :• att. 

and Phil. ' - • 

1 J ohn 1, 7 f 

Rational! zing 
with God’ to

 

p n Ji i 1 
sud i ec t ive.; ’ Rom. 

oom Tr-nVi -fr i ,' -r m p: -* X'-nn 10 

ttj/b subjugation is not conversion. 

Enale s s zorment 
lite love. - The 

is inc ompatitle 
saints1 bliss 

4- 
U ■O U_lC1 ».,/e imp —; x* -t e 

torments. - The Greek 
if nart of humanity. wo re in 

TS o '■? 
' j. orever denotes 

t ine not eternal. 

Refutation: mnos 
Rom. 1, 16-32. Triglotta 

3 8, llf. Acts 14, 16; Erh. 4 
Prifflotta 1Q81. 57ff. 

long 

1 !7 ** ± i X 

The concept of sin.as rebellion against 
concept cf unbolief as rejection of 
Infini te 'T2.ce 

L O 
*r> i A/ ■ I 

■od»3 
God. - The 
** " rac.e . - 

• 1 r- ... ■1 ’if.ri in c fl 
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B. Gospel-preaching after death for unbelievers 

1. Definition of the theory: 
There is no seecnd opportunity for those who cnce 
believed or who had a Chance to believe. (2 Cor. 6, 2; 
Heb. 4, 1.) The sacond Chance is open only to such 
as through no fault of their own did not hear the 
Gospel. -- Unbelief - not ignorance *- is the only 
ground for man1s eternal damnation. Unbelief how- 
ever is a conscious, deliberate, actual rejection of the 
Gospel. Such a rejection of the Gospel is possible 
only, when man has actually heard the Gospel and 
had an opportunity to decide for or against it. 
— The positive approach to the theory of Gospel - 
preaching after death is as follows: God wants all 
men to be saved. Salvation is possible only through 
the means of grace. Since not all have the opportun¬ 
ity here, another opportunity must be provided after 
death. -- When does the Gospel-preaching take place? 
The unbelievers of the Old Testament had the oppor¬ 
tunity at the time of Christ’s Descent into Hell. 
Those who have diea since then may have their second 
chance either immediately after death or at the time 
of Christ’s Second Coming. 

(Note: The Arrninians and Quäkers solve the Problem of 
"giving all men an opportunity to hear the Gospel" 
by assuming an "inner light." Through this "inner 
light " every human being receives the knowledge 
necessary to salvation without actually having heard 
the Gospel.) 

2. Arguments for this theory: 

If John 3, 16.17; 12, 46,47; Acts 4, 12 are truo, 
then God’s justice and mercy demands that all men 
must have the means of grace brought to them. 

Matt. 12, 31.34. Whenever the last stage of obdu- 
racy has not been reached, then there is a possibil- 
ity af forgiveness after death. (Luke 23, 34) - Is. 
52, 10. The heathen did not seo the Gospel during 
their lives, though they tried, therefore they will 
see the salvation of God after death. — Matt. 24, 14 
"unto all nations," i.e., either here or in the 
hereafter. -- 1 John 2, 2. Rom. 5, 18. Rom. 3, 29.30. 
-- Matt. 10, 20-24. (Tyre and üidon wc.-uld have re- 
pented. More tolerable on judgment.) 

1 Pet. 3, 19. Christ’s preaching was Gospel-preach¬ 
ing, not only for the believers of the Old Testament 
(Limbus Patrum of the Roman church), but also the 
unbelievers. The Noachites were the grossest ex- 
ample of unbelief, and if the Gospel was preached 
to them, then also to other unbelievers, cf. 4,6. 

1 Cor. 15, 29. The Baptism for the doad makes pos¬ 
sible the applicaticn of the means of grace by proxy 
to departed unbelievers. 
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3. Representatives of this thecry: 

ZIethe (Lamm Gottes, 723ff, ): Christ is the Savior of all 
men. But how sliall they helieve withor.t hearing? Therefore 
Christ descended into hell tc preach the Gospel. 

Th. Traut) (Von den Letzten Dingen, 34, 84-98) distinguishes 
between those who died in imbelief and those who were not 
called in this world. Tbe Gospel is preached to the latter. 
(1 Pst. 3,19; Eph. 4,9; Phil. 2,10; Rev. 5,13; 20,14.) 

Dorner: The absolute character of Christianity demands that 
nc one can oe judged, unless the Gospel was brought to him, 
Examples: The heathen . In Christianity those who did not 
have a Chance to leafn the true character of the Gospel.... 
Infants have net had the opportun!ty for a personal choice. 
Therefore a Chance after death. (cf. Traub, l.c. 92). 

Kliefoth, L.u.W., 34,71. 
for mankind’s history. 

Schleierrnacher : No dua 1 i s t ic ending 

P. 
crisis 

Althaus 
» ( 

(Die Letzten Dinge ) Everybody must meet his 
cf. Barth). The general call is extended to all 

men and demands of all a decision whether they wish to serve 
God or the world. The idea of a "crisis51 is evident in all 
religions. The "for-or-against-Christ" rnay be determined by 
the individualr s attitude over against the measure of light 
given to him, or he may receive another opportunity after death, 
(p. 181.218). 

Ludwig Schneller, cf. C.T.M., 1936 - 443. 

Lutheran Companien (Augustana Synod) 5/14/1932: Is there a 
Chance for heathen after death? nWe instinctively hope so, 
and believe so.51 -- 12/7/1935: The editor quot s approvingly 
Sodergren's Statement in "The Future Life1', 1 Pet. 4,6 teaches 
that the Gospel is preached after death. (Sodergren is teacher 
at Lutheran Bible Institute, Kinneapolis.) 

Dr. Haas in f,Truth of Faithfi, cf. Theol. I.lonth. VII, 160. 

Evangelical Synod: By his descent into hell Christ aecame 
Savior of all men and established the prophctic Office (Irion, 
hat. Erkl. 130. Ev. Cat. au. 67.). 

The Irvingites, Cf. Pop.. Symb., p. 326. — The Seventh-day 
Adventists (but compare next section on soul-sleep.) -- Swe- 
denborgians, Pop. Symb., p.394. -- Russellism, p. 414ff,_. 
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4. Refutation. 

a. Soripturo does not te h conversion after death 
in I Pet. 3,19.20. 

pneumasin- (N.B. A pro-.chingduring Christ*s 
"prernun ... an« ,r existence is excluded by tho context. 
poreuthesis denotes Christ*s going to a specific 
loc.lity, vix., to th.> prisun.) 

The ter.: necd not oo ros tri tod to Noah*s unbe- 
lieving cont&mporaris, especially in view of 

the omission of the .rticle wj.th npdthusasin. 
The Noachitos ure an out st :-.nding example of tho 
u'oelieverS* conduct ov.r agarmst the longsuffer- 
ing of God andhence of the guilt of all who 
roject the grice of God. 

ke russein - (to per form the duties of a har-ild j 
Y • 'S;, to declh re war, res p. p o ce. In the I\T.T. 
it is U3ed wichcut an object to denote G*. spel- 
preaching in Matt.11,1; dm. 10,14, etc., but 
usually the o.ject denoting the con ants of the 
proclamation is d.ded, e.g., hatl .3,1.2; Acts 28, 
31; Luhe 4,43; 8,1. But the term is also usad to 
denote cther proclamation, e.g., Acts 10,42; 
15,21; Rom.2,21. Thurefore tho thought of 
Guspel-preaching is not in the verb itself, but 
txiis c n ept isderived from the context. (jf. 
Thayer* 3 Lexicon.) 

Christ*s prea ning in hell • -s a proclamation of 
judgment; 1) the voro is used without an object; 
2) If it h cd oeon Gospel -preaching the results 
of such preaching would be indic .tod; 3) The 
entire context speaks of judgment and cendemnation 
upon the unb ddv-ors, cf. v.16. chap.4,5 (also 
2 Pet. 2,5) Tho Christians Ware in canger of 
denying the f..ith bec use of the fiorce perso- 
cutions and the apparent victory of the unbeliev- 
ers . ,fIs the Gospel worthwhile?n Answer : In 
spito of the temporary triunph of tho enemies of 
the Gospel the Christians should ding to the 
Gospel as the only msans of the soul’s salv tion 
shall triumph. Th>s is evident from the example 
of the oeliev-.-rs who in previous times have 
savod their souls tnri.ugh the Gospel and from 
the un.„elievers on waorn a terriole judgment has 
boen pronounced. ch.4,6. 

This is in uecord with Col.2,15; Eph. 4,8. Cf. 
Theol. Quarterly, XV,225; C.T.M. 111,326; Luth, 
Wit.,1920, 147-164; Walthsr-Dnu, Law and Gospel, 
319-322.) 

b/ Tho t leory is contrary to passages which teach a 
judgment immediately aftor de-ath. Hebr.9-12* 
Study tue context of John 3,18. (unu>lievers 
judgod already.) 
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c. The theory dces violence to the Scriptural defi- 
nition of unbelief. Scripture de es net make a 
dlstinction between ignorance and unbelief. 
Unbelief is a damnable sin, bacause it re.iects 
tne Gospel. -- There are no grades of unbelief. 
Luke 11, 23. ( Either -- or, no n eutral £round 1} - 
There is no excuse for !fignorance," Rom. 1, 28; 
2. Thess. 2, 10-12; ^ohn 16, 3; 17 3^ (Knov/ledge 
is life; ignorance damnation. 1. Cor. 1, 21. 

d* The cOiTiiuissicn to preach the Gospel to all men 
lest through our neglect people be lost would lose 
all force and meaning, if there is a seeond Chance 
Acts. 26, 18; Ez. 3, 17 - 19; 2. Tim. 4, 1.2; 

e. 

1. Tim. 4, 15-16. 

This theory leads to 
leads to security is 

security. 
inherently fa1se. 

Anj doctrine uhich 

f. The theory is rationalestic. This uish 
for the heathen) is the father of the 

(salvation 
thought. 

Not-o • It is not our duty to investigate the hidden V «J 
will of God, vis., How God ui 11 deal with the hea* 

p* ho 

Vw/ • 

v 
then. We mus X. exer ci s e o ur f a it: in Q , 

the j ustice o .p God in the dam n -f- 
:.L sj io n o -P 

t len, w’.io are Y'j itho n -U 
•-*. u 3X0 US 6 . AC ts n . 4 

Rom. 1, 19.20 • Eph. 4, 17 -19. — r;Ö n 
CX 

to th e reveal ed Wl il of God u ?1C. t 0 W 0 

salvation with fear and trembling. This is an ad- 

Psychopannychis 
the night.) 

monition to be zealous 

(p suche pan - mix the so ul sleeps through 

1. The theory: Through death the soul enters into a o +• fj *h p rs *P 
o a CL u 

total unconsciousness frorn weich 
judgmeni 't. 

does not awaken until 

• Rep] °esentatives 0^ L* bis theo; v»V 1 h • 

a. It w as heId Dy s eme in the e. 
Eccl . History, V * 37. 

b. The Anabant ist 3 • Jo. Ln Ca Turin 
tise was ag ain CT +- 

O U ,ps ychopi anny 
c. The adventi s ts « he soul i s 

ty will be bes to wed only at 
thos e who w ill p ass the judg; 

Noi ;e: Luther h as be en Charge ed w 

first theolo :ical trea- 
‘ n i qyn 

with the teaching that the 
soul is unconscious. Luther’s interest in emphasizing the 
soul1s sleep was his Opposition to Rome’s 'error of purga- 
tory. Even as there is life and activity during the natural 

ile --per being conseious of what 
is going on outside of himself, so also the blessed dead ar 
sleep (dreams) without the 

j +" < 
1. O 1_J _i- V_-_ V_* 'S .L. X* XAt kJ \J _J_ X. y 

in a mode of existence wiiich v;e cannot understand. 
Hefutation. see Notes p. 7. 8. Note: The Noo-Platonic view 
that the eody is a pris'ön-house for the sc ul is responsible 
for the view that the soul is more conseious in the inimedi- 
,.ate state than in the natural life. 



. 
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Trai: ismigrati on. Reincarnati.. n. 

1. Reinearn ation is the theo ry 
to anot her for the purpo s e 
(i . e ., an act) or the su 
the lot of the soul in t he 
crable law of *X arma gove 
transmi gra tions until th. e 
cf its f re edom. (Nirvana ) 

j 6 mp: rp * ■ aosi, 

that the soul passes from one body 
of ethioal developm 
;otal of nan's acta, 
stic ceeding existenc< 

will determine 
?. The inex- 

countless rounds of 
the true knowledge 

2. Eistory: 
a. According 

in union 
: o the E zyvtians 
ri th Qo( er m 

the soulrs 
letamorphos: 

jeurney ended eitlier 

o. 

c. 

According to Buddhism and Hinduism there 
napome ss nor ru 

..1 
2. — 

üiie minutest 
i s e r x. ha nes 

.s no unmerited 

.ts destiny to 

Evidbnces of th: 
Wars, VI, 14) 

epaij.. nmphasis cn asce11cism. 

theory ar-.org the Gauls (Druids ,Gal. 

d. The Modern Theosophic&l Societies, hlavatsky, Olcot 
Besant, Rosicrucians. . . , 

4- -I- 

Refutation: 

a. The Bible knows nothing o 
"v'V 

■p 

have believed it, likewise 
the o r 
-,p *,r t . 

(The Pharisees may 
Q h • ■I 

Tne »common 
people identified John v/ith. Eli jah for othertreasons. 
Mark 6, 16 f; 8, 28; Mt. 16, 14.) It is contrary to 
Scriptures, e.g., the conscierce accus; 

b. 

for the deeds dono in the body 
10 

- the ind. ividual 
, 18; 

i 
8 cor, o 

, ^ 4, 2. -- It deriies the doctrine of original 
sin by teaching that evil deeds are the result of a 
previous existence. . 
“ • r ' . 

The theory is 
sometimes in 
tv»« ^H^sonal 

pagan. Du*li (« V LvJ-i. o-« 

vain)i Panthels- 
sou.L seelisch* new Doay, 

V LIIc; Karma theory lerne s 

;ne pe existence of the soul); Fata1istic (Erery 
deed and experisnee 
out however 

the result of previous o.eed. with 
the roason for the punishmentvor • 

Theo sophists beach i'soul- 
marnages 
tunat e neighbo r, ;uj ■ Ul 

nowiriö buc 

the re ward); Immoral (Modern 
); Cruel yThere is no sympathy for the^unforö 

cause his plight is'bhe 
in India): I 

istic (Work-righteousness 
icism arnong the Hinaus ) ; Pesslnistto (It must drive to 
despair, because man is endlessly hurried- along th* 
of repeated sufferings and death.) 

Karma. Gaste-sy c +• v_> w.’ ; nistic; Natura1 
i s a p r om i ne n t f e a t ure. • A s c e t - 

r — 

pach 

th c ieory as 
no reas onab1e 

The theory is unreasonable. ihe purpose o: 
said to be development. There could be 
development unless there would be definite knowledge of 
the experience gained in a previous existence. -- If 
there is no consciousness of guilt then there canhbe no 
resnonsibility. 





d. According to body and soul. Rom. 8, 85; .1 Cor.15,43;Phil.3,21. 

e. There are degrees of glory, though not of salvation.l Cor.15, 
41.42. 

f. Efernal. The idea of timelessness is beyond our coneeptlon. 
Rev. 10, 6. (R.v. "delay" chronos shall be no more.) An 
eternal presence. 

V. The practical value of the doctrine of Christ*s Second Coming. 

1. The end of the world will manifest God's glory, för in the 
destructlon of the imiverse He manifests His truthfulness; 
His almighty power; His justice; and especially His graee and 
mercy. 

2. This doctrine is written for our 
a. Warning. The Christians must constantly keep eternity in 

mind; 
b. Encouragement to be active in sanctification, missions; 

c. Comfort. Emphasis must be placed on the yonder-worldliness. 
2 Tim. 1, 12. 

vi. - / 7 — 

This is to be added between pp. 16 and 18. 

VI. Spiriti3m. 

1. Definition: a) the departed spirits take their mundane ex- 
periences into the future life, On the basis of the past 
and of additional experiences in the disombodied state they 
are in a position to counsel man. b) The disembodied 
spirits can communicate with men and thus become sources 
of divine revelation. c) The disembodied spirits continue 
their development. 

2. History: Fetishism; Shamanism; Ancestry-worship; Necromancy 
in the O.ffi.; Superstition (spooks, especially in connection 
with Romefs Purgatory); --- Swedenborg (Law of Correspondence 
i.e., man has a counterpart in the spirit Yforld); Shakers 
(Ann Lee the medium between the physical and the spirit- 
world) ; the Fox sisters and Modern Spirit(ual)ism. 

3. Refutation: The departed know nothing of our condition: 
Is. 63, 16. - There is no need of additional revelation, 
Luke 16, 27-29. - Consulting the dead is a Satanic prac- 
tice, Deut. 18, 10-12; Ex. 22, 18. - The witch at Endor 
did not bring forth Samuel *s "spirit. - Spirit.ism's 
disastrous effects on men1s minds manifest its Satanic 
origin. 
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THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST 

I. The certainty of Christ’s second -.coming. 
II. The time of the Sdcond Coming. 

III. The manner of the Second Coming. 
IV. The purpose of Christ* * *s return. 

V. The practical vaLue of the doctrine of Christ*s second coming. 

I. The certainty of Christas Second Coming. 

1. Especially in the last 
pointed to His second 
37.59; 26, 64; Mark 
-- The angel at Christ 
Apostles, 1 Thess. 4, 
Titus 2, 13; 2 Tim, 4, 

disc-ourses the Savior repeatedly 
coming. Matt. 25, 31.32; 24,3.30.33. 
13, 26; Luke 21, 27. 36.(Luke 12,40) 
*s ascension, Acts 1, 11. -- The 
16; 2 Thess. 2, 1. 8; 1 Cor. 1, 7; 

8; Phil. 3, 20; Heb. 9, 28; Rev.1,7;et 

Note: Four words are used to denote the Lord’s return: 
a) Parousia, (used in Koine to denote the advent of a king) 
Matt. 24, 3. 27. 37. 39; 1 Thess. 2, 19; 3, 13; 4, 15; 5, 23 
2 Thess. 2, 1. 8; 2 Pet. 3, 4. b) epiphaneia, 1 Tim. 6, 
14; 2 Tim. 1, 10; 4, 1. 8; 2 Thess. SB,' 8; Titus 2, . 13. -- 
c) 
4, 
d) 

1 Cor. 1, 7:; 2 7 B6t apokalypsls, 
13. (b and 
phanerosis (Christ is even now present with us, 

•1,; 7.13 
c denote the revelation of Christ’s glöry.— 

invisibly. At His return His glory shall appear to 
but 
all men. ) 

The verb is used in Col 3, 4; 1 Pet. 5 4 

2. The analogy of faith. 

a. The second coming and the final judgment is completion of 
the Savior*s redemptive work. John 14, 1-3; Matt. 35, 
31. 34. 46b; 1 Cor. 15, 24-38: Is. 53, 10b; 22, 22; 
1 Pet. 1, 5-9; Eph. 4, 30. 

b. The glory of Christ as the Savior and King of kings shall 
De revealed before the entire world. Rev. 1, 7; 2 Thess. 
2, 10; Mark 13, 26; Tit. 2, 13 (the emphasis is on "hope'1 2 
and "Savior.n) 

c. The doctrine of the Second Coming can be understood cor- 
rectly only if it is viewed in its correct relation to 
the doctrines of the atonement and. of justification. 

II. The time of Christ’s second coming. 

A. The exact time has not been revealed. 
32; Luke 12, 40; Acts 1, 7. 

Matt. 24, 36; Mark ±1 

Antitheses. 
1. Sorne of the church fathers believed in dispensationalism, 

i.e., Six important periods in the history of the world 
precede the last or "Sabbath" dispensation. 

2. Time-setters who arbitrarily Interpret the prophecies in 
Ez. 38; Daniel 7-9; Rev. 20. Samples of time-setting: 
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a. At Augustine’s time Is. 61, 2 (the year of the Lord) 

was intdrprdted to mean that the mission-work of the 
church would continue for a "year", i.e., 365 years. 
Others in the ancient church believed that the return 
would occur 1000 year after the ascension. Chrysostom 
assigned 1343 years to the Old Testament dispensation 
and the same number to the New Testament. Other dates 
1435; 1495: 1500; 1526; 1530; 1551; etc. etc. (Cf. 
Gerhard, Loci, IX, 74ff.) J.A.Bengel (author of Gno¬ 
mon) expected the beginning of the millenium in 1836; 
The Daechsel Bibelwerk in 1896. (Omitted frorn recent 
editions); The Catholic Apostolic Church, etc. 

Note: The majority of the Lutheran theologians avoideö 
all attempts at interpreting the difficult passages 
containing prophecies as to "time." Luther' s Table- 
Talks, Weimar Ed; I, 453; III, 173, refer to - the near- 
ness of the Last Day. ("Wir wollens nicht erraten 
noch wissen, sondern Busze tun und beten.") 

b. The method of modern time-setters. 

1) The exact time of many importan catastroph.es was 
foretold. The Deluge; The destruction of Pharao 
and the deliverance of Israel, Gen. 15, 13; 
The destruction of the Canaanites at the end of 
Israel’s wandering through the wilderness; The 
Babylonian captivity (cf. Dan. 9, 2). 

2) Therefore the exact time cf other important events 
must also have been probbecied. The birth of 
Christ, 70 weeks, 490 days, i.e., years, from the 
prophecy Dan. 9, 24. Cp. Daechsel Bibelwerk ad 
locum where this passage is used to prophecy the 
martyrdom of Stephen. -- The Baptism of Christ in 
Dan. 9, 26. 69 weeks, i.e., 483 fr cm. the time wher 
the comrnandment to build the temple was given; 
The destruction of the papacy, Dan. 7, 24-26 in 
connection with Rev. 11, 2 denotes 3 1/2 years, 
42 months, i.e., 1260 days or years. The papacy 
was established with the defeai of the Ostrogoths 
in 538 but lost its power when Pius IV was captivc 
in France, 1798. Another time-setter proves from 
the same prophecy, that- the destruction of the 
papacy and the cnd of the world will occur in 
1992, the starting-point being the time when the 
Carolingians lose their prestige. Time-setting 
very prsvalent during World War. C-aebelein, aid 
editor of Our Hope. Cf. Graebner, Prophecy and 
the War. 
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The Advent Ist-s : Dan. 8, 13.14. Prom the command to rebuild 
Jerusalem (457) to the "cleansing of the sanctuary", i.e., 
the second coming of Christ and the judging of the nations 
which did not observe the Sabbath, there are 2340 days or 
years, viz ., 1843 or better 1844 (the year One B.C. and A.D.) 

The Russellites (Millennial Dawn, HpJehovah1s Witnesses, Bible 
Students) 

Tlie Three Eras 

"The world that 
was."2 Pet. 3, 6 

Patriarchal 

De The present evil Chris- 
lu world Gal. 1,4. tian j! 

• ge Har- 
vest j 

1874- | 

' A 1914 | 
v 

The world to 
come,i.e, the 
Millennium and 

the ages to come 

Jewish, ending 
with the Jewish 
Harvest, 30-70 
A.D. 

Christian, divided into 
seven periods under Paul, 
John, Arius, Valdes, 
Wycliffe, Luther, Russell 

The "times'of the Gentlies" (seven "times" or 7 x 360 = 2520 
years) began in 606 B.C., the destruction of Jerusalem and 
will ther efore end in 1914. Russell’s failure to prophecy 
the end of the world is covered up bv thö Claim that Satan’s 
rule has ceased in heaven. (Cf. Russell, The Millennial Dawn; 
The Time is at Hand; Judge Rutherford, The Kingdom, etc.) 

Chiliasm, both Postmillennialism and Premillennialism, attempt 
time-setting insofar that the time of the second coming can 
be known during the millennium. (This point will be discussed 
under IV.) 

B. The nearness of the Lord's Second Coming. 
1. Scriptural proof. Luke 21, 35; Matt. 24, 27 (Suddenness); 

v. 44. 1 Theos. 5, 2.4; 2 Pet. 3, 10; Rev. 16, 15; 1 Pet. 
4, 7; James 5, 8; 1 John 2, 18; Rev. 22, 20. 

Note: Did the Apostles expect the Lord’s return during thei: 
own lives or at least immediately after their death? Did. 
the early church (about 60) give greater emphasis co escha- 
tology than at a later period (about 90)? Answer: a) The 
Apostles teach that we must so live as though the Lord will 
come any day. 1 John 2, 28; 2, 3.4., etc. b) But the entire 
New Testament also teaches that the Lord’s coming may be 
postponed. Cp. 2 Tim. 4, 6; 2 Thess. 2, 3, especially 
2 Pet. 3, 3-10. Explain Mark 9, 1; Mark 13, 50; Study Matt 
25, 5; 24, 45-49; Luke 19, 11.12. (What is the "kingdom of 
God"?) c) Did the Apostles believe that the signs prece- 
ding the Lord's coming were being fulfilled during their li. 
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Matt* 24, 14. Did t ,ie Apostles believe tliat they had 
carried the Gospel to all Gent Ile nations? The iiope 
of the Lord*s early return spurned the Apostles to tre- 
rnendous activity and the Gospel was soon spread over the 
then-known world (Spain, Africa, China, India). Matt.24,6. 

The fact of a long and protracted waiting for the Lord's 
Corning dare not cradle us into security. Cf. TVigi. 458, 
15. 

2. Signs of the Lord's Second Coming. (Our study will he re- 
stricted to the so-called remote signs and omit the signs 
in Luke 21, 25 ff.) 

a. Signs in the physical world. The general aging of the 
world is apparent in frequent earthquakes and in the 
weakening of the riuman race. (The morta'lity rate is 
raised in the lower brackets. Ohserve the appearance of 
new plagues, heart-disease, cancer, when other plagues 
are conquered hy medicine.) 

h, Signs in human society. Human r lations are not im- 
proving socially nor economically. Cycles of panics. -- 
Instead of international peace as advocated by the Inter¬ 
chur ch World ^ovement about 1910 there is international 
fear, jealousy, race in armaments, invention of increas- 
ingly deadly and inhuman machines of war. Cf. Matth. 24,6 
and parallel passages. 

Materialism. What is the point of comparison in Matth. 
24, 36 ff? Cycles of wickedness, especia.lly after great 
wars. Compare the moral conditions in 1548 or 1790 in 
America with conditions throughout the world in 1918. No 
definite Standard of morality. Compare our urban civili- 
zation with that of Sybaris, Corinth, Home. 

c. Signs in the ecclesiastical world. 

(1) The increase both in the number and in the vehemencc 
of errors within visible Christendom. 2. Tim. 3, 1-5. 
Matth. 24, 5. 11. While the rise of errorists and false 
prophets refors first of all to the times immediately pro 
ceding the destruction of Jerusalem, t,ae context in 
Matth, shows that Jesus is speaking of the sarne signs as 
preceding His second Corning. Cp. Dan. 11, 45-12,3; Luke 
18, 8;1. John 2, 18 f. 2. Pet. 3,3. Rev. 13, 8.12. 
While all the so signs have been fulfilled in the past, 
fow - if any-periods in the history of the church have 
witnessed such universality and such a variety of errors 
and manifestaticns of rationalism as our age. (Moans of 
communication, roiio, etc.) The mors gonerally the 
Gospel is spread throughout the world the groater is the 
oppo si1ion t o it, 
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(2) The great persecution. Matt. 24,9.10; Mark 13,9ff; 
Rev. 11,7; 12,12. In spite of great efforts toward unio- 
nism there are untold schism in visible Christendcm. 

(3) The preaching of the Gospel in all the world, Matt. 
24,14. True, this prophecy refers to an ixmnediate sign 
of Jerusalem’s destruction and was literally fulfilled by 
70 A.D. But we must observe the similarity In the signs 
preceding the destruction of Jerusalem and those prior 
to judgment day. 

(4) Investigate the Statement that Dan. 2,40-45 predicts 
the destruction of the Roman Empire, which Is represented 
today in the papacy. 

(5) The revelation of the Antichrist. 2 Thess. 2,2ff. 
(Cp. also Dan. 8,25; Rev. 14,6-8.) 

The Scriptural characterization of the Antichrist: (especially 
2 Thess. 2; Dan. 11,36-39; Rev. 13,11-16; 17,1-18.) 

2 Thess. 2,5: The man of sin. (anthropos does not necessarily re- 
fer to an individual.) The Antichrist will lead his followers into 
sin and perdition. While this prophecy fits also other forms of 
apostacy, it accurately foretells the anti-Scriptural doctrines of 
the papacy, viz., condemnation of the doctrine of justification 
(Coun. of Trent, Sess. VI, Can.II); elevation of saints as inter- 
cessors and thus robbing Christ of His glory; making salvaticn un~ 
certain; changing rep^entance inte a thr3efold human work, contri- 
tion, confession, satisfaction, etc. 

v.4: opposeth and exalteth. Samples of the papacy's arrogant Claims 
Her arbitrarily dispenses from (1) God's commandments and Substitute 
human laws, e.g., celibacy, fasting, and demanding obedience on 
pain of excommunication; (2) Demands respect and obedience which is 
due only unto God. Infallibi^ity decree. "Treasury of the Church" 
Claims right to exercise the ban. Interdict. (3) Unam sanctam, 
Claims both swords and makes Submission to papacy an indispensable 
requisite of salvation. Demands immunity and the right to crown 
and depose rulers. (Cp. "Passional Christi et Antichristi.") 
Elevates saints. All this takes place in the church. (cp. Dan. 9, 
27; Matt. 24,15.) 

v.6.7 : While this antichristian spirit was already present in 
Paul's time, the Roman government would not per dt the papaejr to 
manifest its vicious power until about 600. This part of the pro¬ 
phecy restricts the description to the papacy. 

v.8.9; Revelation of Antichrist (cf. Rev. 12,5.) and destruction 
through the Lorl’s coming. This has been fulfilled through the 
Lutheran Reformation where the papacy lost its power when Luther 
attacked the central dogma of Rome: Sacerdotalism. But the papacy 
has survived and in part regained its original power. -- The only 
means of combating the Anti-Christ is the preaching of the Gospel. 
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(6) The Jews remain as a sign of the Lord's coming. Matt. 
24, 34. Having rejected Christ as the Savior who had been 
promised to the Jews, the Jews lost their nation bub shall 
continue as a race. Study characteristics of the Jewish 
race, such as their obduracy, aloofness. 

III. THE MÄNNER OF CHRIST' 3 COMING. 

1. The signs which immediately precede the Lord's coming. 
Read Matt. 24, 29.30; Luke 21, 25.26. (These signs aro 
to be distinguished from such as are taking place through- 
out the New Testament era, for they occur af ter the days 
of tribulation, Matt. 24, 29.) 

a. Signs in creation above us. Not an ordinary eclipse. 
Stars, rnoon, sun are thrown off their course. 

b. In the creation around us. The earth shall lose its 
power to withstand the raging ocean. -- Men shall die of 
heart-failure (Luke 21, 26. apopsycho to be distinguished 
from fainting in Matt. 28, 477 

c. "Sign of the Son of Man" seems to be a peculiar sign 
and not the appearance of Christ. Cf. Matt. 24, 30. Will 
a special sign announce the arrival of Christ as did the 
Star of the East announce the birth of Christ? 

2. The second coming is visible. Acts 1, 11; Matt. 24, 30; 26, 
64; Mark 13, 26. 

3. Christ's second coming will be exceedingly glorious. Luke 
9, 26; Matt. 24, 30; 25, 31. 

4. Suddenly, as a snare (Luke 21, 35); as lightning (Luke 17, 
24); as a thief (1 Thess. 5, 2.4.); as travail (l Thess. 
5, 3.) Cf. also Luke 12, 42 - 46; Matt. 24, 48 - 51; 
25, 1 - 10. Men will go about their werk as usual, when 
suddenlyy the end will come upon the ml 

5. According to both natures. The same who ascended. This is 
part of His kingly Office, which is performod according to 
both natures (Genus apotelesmaticum.) 

IV. THE PURPOSE OF CHRIST'S SECOND COMING. 

A. Christ's soming is the judgment of the quick and the dead. 

1. Certainty of the judgment. Old Testament passages: Gon. 
7, 12 1 Sam. 2, 10; Eccl. 11, 

9; 
7 

New Test ament passages: Ma 11. 
121-46; Luke 10, 12.14. Acts 17, O 

18, 25; Job 35, 14; ?: 
12, 4; Is. 66, 15. 
22. 23; 10, 15; 25 

31; 2 Cor. 5, 10; Jude 14; Rev. 20, 11-13.(Cf. L.u.W., 
38, 132-142: Der Tag des Herrn in alttestamentlichen 
Weissagungen.) — Man's conscience testifies to the 
certainty of a final judgment, Rom. 2,15.—Human reason 
can conclude that a judgment must come in which the in- 
justices. of this lifo shall be adjusted. -- The world's 
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great catastroph.es are a constant reminder of a final judg- 
ment, especially the Deluge, °odom, Niniveh. (K.B. Evident 
signs and marks of these catastrophes are deposited and 
found hy Science. Archeology.) (Cf. Bbeling, Der Menschheit 
Zukunft, 86-94.) 

2. The Standard of the judgment: 
Not the attitude^over against the Law. (The Adventists make 
parts of the ceremonial Law, the Romanists the commandments 
of the church, and the natural religion man's good works, 
the Standard of the judgment.) 

But man's attitude over against the Gospel, 
a. Jesus is the vdjudge. The last act of His mediatorship 

is in conformity with His entire redomptive work. 'dhis 
means that the believers will enter life without an 
embarrassing Investigation, while the unbelievers remain 
under the cnrse of the Law, because they have rejected 
the Gospel. (There is no contradiction between Matt. 
25, 35-40 and John 3, 18; 5, 24.) 

b. Jesus is judge also accordIng to the human nature. The 
same God-man who redeemed the world will also judge 
the world. Acts 17, 31. 

B. The world shall be destroyed by fire. 2 Pot. 3, 7-13; Is. 65, 17; 
Rev. 21, 1.18.19; 7, 17. 

The nature of the fire: 

1. A purifying fire. *».s our bodies decay in order to come forth 
as the same bodies in glorification, so also tho world must 
pass through a cleansing and renewing process. Ps. 102, 25.26. 
The mode ö.f existence, the experiences and the hopes of the 
individual must be no different from thoso of the universe 
as a whole. (Microcosm vs. macrocosm.) Rom. 3, 19-23: Since 
creation groans because of man's sin, therefore the entire 
creation must also rejoice with man in his liberation. (Cf. 
Stoeckhardt, Roemerbrief, 377f. ) This view is held hy many 
theologians since Irenaeus. 

2. .j. consuming (destroying) fire. The coomos was assigned to 
man for a twofold purpose: a) to serve man in supplying him 
with everything he needs for his body; b) as a means whereby 
Ke can recognizo the existence and. certain attributes of God. 
- There is no need for either of these purposes after the 
judgment, and therefore the expressions "new hoaven and new 
earth" are figurative and poetical language.(Gerhard,Loci,IX, 
155ff.) 

N.3. The question is unimportant, so long as we emphasize the 
truo character of heaven, viz., to be with the Lord, and avoid 
all carnal conceptions of heaven. 

oitithesis: "Secular" Chiliasm denies the final destruction of the 
world. The Social Gospel (Modern!sm) and evolution teach a gradual 
progress toward perfection in all social, economic, intellectual, 
and moral relations. - Recent events have led to a pessimistic 
philosophy, because man finds himself utterly unable to cope with 
the manifold problems resulting from sin. 





25. 
C. The believers shall enter everlasting life and the unbelievers 

everlasting damnation. 

1. Scripture leaves no room for a millennium. Three main groups 
of Chiliasts: 

a. Speculations based on enthusiasm (special revelations) and 
on Judaistic hopes (the church a religio-political society) 
e »g.Montanists , Anabaptists, Ru ssellites, Mormons . 

b. The hope that Rev. 20 promises a period (probably very 
brief) of tremendous expansion and relatively universal 
supremacy of the church. (Martensen, Opener, Loehe). 

c. Speculations based on literalism. Distinguish two groups: 

1) Postmillennialists. The O.T. prophecies which speak of 
spiritual glory of the church are interpreted to in- 
dicate that the N.T. church will succeed in establish- 
ing a kingdorn of perfect peace and sinlessness. The 
scheine : After (post) the church has completed its work 
of preparing the’ world through the preaching of the 
Gospel (the millennium), the Lord will return for the 
judgment. (Refutation: This is in direct contrast to 
the many prophecies of Christ concerning the condition? 
immediately preceding the Lord's Corning.) 

ft 

2) Premillennialists. The O.T. prophecies, e.g., Is. 11, 
1-9; 35, 1, chs. 58-66; Ps . 2; Dani. 2, 44. describe 
Christ's kingdoin as a temporal and earthly kingdoni. 
This kingdom has "come nigh11 unto the Jews, Matt. 5,2 
Luke 10, 9; but when Israel rejected Christ, the 
kingdom was (at least temporarily) withdrawn frorn 
the Jews. But since Christ "was born" and "died" as 
"King of the Jews," and since the kingdorn was promised 
to this nation, therefore the Establishment of His 
kingdom in the world as a visible kingdom embracing 
the Jews must be a future event. - A distinction must 
be made between the Church, which was established at 
Pentecost and which is orily of a transitory nature 
(the kingdom of Heaven) and the Kingdom of the Millen¬ 
nium. Luke 1, 32; 1 °or.15, 25; Ps. 72, 11; Rev. 11, 
15, etc. - In short, the entire theory is based on 
arbitrary and literalistic Interpretation. (Cf. 
Blackstone, Jesus is Coming; Brownville, The Romanee 
of the Future, passim. C.T.M., VI, 166ff. 

The majority of Premillennialists are Dispensational- 
ists, who arbitrarily divido the history of the world 
into 7 periods. One group divides the world into eras 
according to such arbitrary principles as: Every perle, 
is introduced by an act of God giving "light"( the 
light of creation, of the burning bush, of fiery 
tongues on Pentecost, of Christ1s Second Coming’ ; ano- 
ther group Claims that eacli dispensation closes with 
a catastrophe. (N.B. God doals differently with men 
of each dispensation. Cf. Pop. Symb.,368ff.) 
The events of the seventh dispensation. See chart. 
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2. Immediately after the judgment tlie unbeliever shall enter into 
eternal damnation. 
a. Scriptural ddfinition of damnation. Fire: Is. 66, 24,“ 

Matt. 3, 10.12; 13, 40.50; Mark 9, 48. Everlasting con- 
tempt: Dan. 12, 2. Despair and eternal fury: Matt. 8, 
12 ("gnashing of teethV) Hopelessness: Rev. 14, 10.11. 
Separation from God: Matt. 25, 46a. Eternal destruction: 
2 Thess. 1, 8.9. Matt. 7, 13; 2 Pet. 2, 1-12. uThe damned 
do not live andyet they cannot die; they are not dead, 
and yet they cannot live." 

b. Eternal. Matt. 25, 46; 2 Thess. 1, 9; Dan. 12, 2; Rev. 14, 
2. These are not figures of speech. 3?he eternity of the 
damned is of the same endlessness as the bliss of the 
saints. 

Objectiom: (1) The eternity of hell is incompatible with 
the ^.ove of God. (Answer: True, the thought of damnation 
is frightful. But a denial is predicated on the failure 
to recognize the horribleness of sin, vis., as damnable 
unbelief. (Cf. Rom.6,23.) Unbelief rejects the infinite 
love of God which wills the sinner’s eternal salvation.) 
(2) The saints’ bliss will be imperfect, if it is marred 
by the knowledge that a large portion of mankind (prob- 
ably even sorne blood-relations) is in hopeless and endless 
torment. (Answer: True, according to our mundane concepts 
it seems difficult to reconcile these two facts. But 
consider (a) the saints will see and adore the justice of 
God and (b) in the perfect communion of saints there are 
no longer the earthly ties.) 

Restorationism or Annihilationism are not a mereiful, but 
a cruel, theology, since they lead to carnal sdcurity. 

c. According to body and soul. Matt. 20, 28. 

d. Degrees of damnation. Matt. 10, 15; 11, 22.23; 23,13; Luke 
12, 47.48. The manner of this difference is beyond our 
concept. 

The believers shall enter into eternal bliss. 
a. Faith (appropriating Christ andHis merits) will be changed to 

sight. 1 John 3, 2; 1 Cor. 13, 12; Matt. 5, 8; John 17, 24; 
Phil. 1, 23; Rev. 22, 13.14. This is a conscious and personal 
experience of and intimate communion with the Triune God. 
Heb. 4, 9 teaches that the saints participate in God’s eternal 
rest, which is not a pantheistic mysticism (Nirvana, etc.)but 
an eternal activity. The Christian religion is Christo-cen- 
tric and therefore our occupatlon in heaven will consist in 
praising the Triune God (electlon, redemption, sanctificätion 
in wider sense), Rev. 7, 10.13-16; 1 Pet. 1, 7b-8. (Perfect 
fulfillment of the First Table). 

b. The communion of saints will be pergected. Heb. 12, 22.23; 
Matt. 8, 11; Luke 13, 23.29; Rev. 4, 4; 1 Cor. 13, 8a. 
(Perfect fulfillment of the Second Table). 

c. The joys of heaven are unspeakable (aneklaletos, 1 Pot. 1, 8.) 
and Scriptures use mundane concepts", bofch negative and posi¬ 
tive, to convey the glories and joys of heaven. (Cf. Graebner, 
Outlines of Theology, 243ff.) 
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